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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
It is true tha t farming has many of the charact eristic enterprise, but in other respects, it differs
markedly from the bonafide urban enterprises.

It is

self-sufficient to a large extent with respect to food,
fuel, labor and other power.

Large capital investment

and minute divisions of l a bor which characterizes many
urban enterprises, are uncommon in agriculture, if indeed not entirely absent, t hen too, in many urban enterprises the function of o~mership and mana~ement have
been seperated.

In farming on the other hand, the s e

functions have be en combine as a rule in the farm operation.
The change in agriculture from a purely self-sufficing economy to a commercial economy has been so
pronounced that many writers have characteri zed modern
farming as captalistic.

This is similar in its capital re-

quirements to urban industries.

The unit of organiza-

tion in urban enterprises tend to be large.

ing the unit organization is small.

In farm-

In these and other

important ways farming is different from the p urely

1

2

capilalistic enterprise.

These differences, as to

both kind and degree, warrant the designation of agriculture as "a quasi-capitalistic enterprise in short
agriculture partakes of the na ture of both commercial
and self-sufficient economies."

1

One of the elements of success in the management
of any business enterprise is control over production.
If production is not controlled, or not controllable,
serious maladjustments are likely to occur, as at times
more products will be produced than can be sold profitably, and at other times not enough products are available when prices are high.

Some buisness men avoid

over production and under production by adjusting their
production, (both as a total amount to be produced and
the rate) to anticipated demand.

In time they estimate

from available data the probable future prices and the
costs, on these estimates.

They decide the amount of

goods that can be produced profitably.

Farmers as a

rule react to prices as plantin; and breeding time.
If the price of a specific product is high at plant-

ing time acreages will be increased; and if the prices

1

G. W. Forster, Farm Organization and ~anagement
(New York: Prentice Hall Inc., 1950), p. 1.

are loit the acreage i•1ill be reduced.
Farming is constantly subjected to damage from
excessive rainfall, drou~ht, hail, floods, insects,
pests, and plant and animal diseases.

To a marked de-

gree urban industries protect themselves against
weather conditions.

They are not subj ect, to any large

extent, to insect pests, and plant diseases.

Futher-

more, many risks peculiar to urban industries are undesirable, but insurance companies find it difficult
to work out a plan which will give farmers adequate
protection at a reasonable cost.

As a matter of fact

farm insurance is confined largely to fire and hail
insurance.

There is no such thing as general farm in-

surance.
"From the beginning of the colonial
period to the close of the Civil War American farmers produced primarily for their
own needs. To be sure in some sections
products were grown for sale. With the
exception of a few commodities notably
cotton and tobacca no large surpluses
were available either for domestic or
for foreign markets." 2
Between the clo se of the Civil lar and the beginning of the twententh century however, the use of
machinery in the production of farm crops became so

2

Ibid., pp. 11-13.
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general and the results of the scientific methods inaugurated (about 1862) became so effective that large
quantities of farm products were flooding both the do mestic and foreign markets.

he present century, although

experiencing a decline in agricultural exports, has
withnessed an increase in the production of farm commodities intended primarily for the market .

In less

than three fourths of a century a griculture has been
changed from a simple self-contained economy to a commerical economy.
Importance of the study
Bllis County is characterized by a two crop system,
cotton and corn.

The largest portion of the gross in-

come is derived from the s a le of cotton and corn.

~ome

of the disadvantages that usually accompany a two-crop
system, or clean tilled crops, is the gradual decline
in soil fertility.

Also, a two-crop system fails to

utilize the farmers available labor throughout the
year.

Some farmers are more progressive, than others,

even though the number of acres do not vairy considerably.

Evidently some of the farmers are doing some

things that some of the farmers are not.

How can one

farmer show more progress when the others have about
the same number of acres?

Could it be that one farmer

5
is a better manager than the other?

This s t udy se eks

to find the farmin g systems and how these systems affects the progress of the farmers and what can be done
to improve the run-down conditions of many of the farms.
This problem grew out of the writers desire to ascertain why the run-down condition of the farms exists.
Statement Of The Problem
The purpose of t his study is to determine the extent that Negro farmers in ~llis County used imporved
and approved systems; the extent to which they affected
the economic status of the farmer, and help provide
informa tion that may serve as a rr,uide for farm owners
and operators as possible solution to problems.
In attempting to analyze the problem, the writer
formulated the following questions .:
1. Do you believe if you chan~ed your present
systems to a more intensive type it would
prove more profitable?
2. From what enterprise do you receive the
most finance?

3. Do you do fall plowing and plant cover crops
protect the soil?
4. Do you own your farm?

5. Do you do livestock farming in addition to
cash crop farming?

6. How do you secure finace for the operation
of your farm?

6

?. Do you market your farm products cooperatively?

8. How many cattle do you own?
In trying to determine the extent to which Negro
farmers in Ellis County, Texas used improved and approved farming practices, the writer gathered information from farmers concerning their income.

In all

cases those farmers who had their farms organized,
grew cover crops, and did livestock farming in addition to cash crops had a more substantial income, than
those who had only one enterprise, and carried out no
type of soil conservation practice.
According to the fifty farmers surveyed there
were five owners of tractors and ten additional ones
who secured the use of tractors in their areas.
In these cases those farmers that had, and secured
the service of the farm machinery did f a rming on a much
larger scale.

Those farmers who cultivated large acres

and used modern farm equipment had better homes, barns
and additional buildings plus running water in the homes.
The other case of those farmers who cultivated small
acres by team could not compete with those tha t used
modern farm equipment.
ting of 15 to 25 acres.

The farms are small, consisIn this case the land is poor

7
and the farmers are not doing much to improve the
fertility of the soil by planting cover crops, or applyin •· fertilizer to the crops planted .

These farmers

do not rotate crops often, one crop occupied in a particular plot of l and two, three or more years .
The pastures were primarily of wood land fenced
o~ where livestock were placed.

In the maj ority of

cases what they refer to as a pasture, is a place where
livestock is kept until they are ready for use.

In

other words there was not a pasture that adequately
cared for livestock for a period of twelve months without additional feed .

But those farmers who had large

acres devoted to pasture would carry livestock for a
longer period of the year t han those farmers who had
small acres devoted to pasture in woodland with no
pasture improvements .
The study showed that a small number of farmers
used improved farming practices, and had greater income than that made them more outstanding economically
with the least facilities to use to make home life comfortable and carry on their occupations.
Scope
Fifty Negro farmers representing six communities

8

TABLE 1. STATUS OF FARMERS

Number ' Percent '

25

50

Cash Tenants

5

10

' Share Tenants

6

12

10

20

4

8

50

100

I

Owners

I

Cropper
I

Hired Hands
1

I

Total

The significance of this table is that the
number of owners is half the number of farmers
studied.

At the botton of the chart is a rela-

tively small number of farmers who seem to be
climbing the agricultural l adde r.

The rest of

in the middle group , are a little better off as
they seem to be progressing toward ownership.

9

TABLE 2. ASES OF THt FARMERS STUDIED

'Ages

Number

Percent'

t

25-34

8

16

t

35-44

10

20

t

45-.54 '

20

40

55-64

I

9

18

65-74

t

J

6

'Total'

.50

100

I

Table two indicates that the number of farmers
are rather small between the ages of 4.5 and 54.
this age group, there is a sharp decline.

After

In gather-

ing information for this study it was found that the
productivity years of the young men were spent in
industry in the cities.

They remained there until

they were too old to produce; then they remembered
their old friends and relatives and returned home to
them to spend the rest of their days.

10

in Ellis County were studied in gathering information
for t his thesis.

Six communities were excluded from

this study intentionally, because of the fact t hat
Negroes living in these areas were day-hands or worked
in industry.

Thus with t his exception the farmers

were selected at random.
I1ethod of Procedure
The questionnaire survey method was used together
the information needed for the complication of this
report.

The information was obtained by making per-

sonal visits to each of the fifty farmers st udied.
The forms were filled out by the writer, as the
questions were asked the farmers.
to ask leading ques t ions.

Care was taken, not

In some cases it was neces-

sary to explain the questions that were not understood.
Information was given by vocational agric ultural teachers
that the farmers did not g ive information.

CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF THE AREA
Balanced urban-rural population and agricultural
industry economy on North Central, Texas blackland
prairies characterized by large number of towns and
villages.

Created in 1849 and organized in 1850 from

Navarro County.

Named for Richard Ellis, delegate to

1836 convention which declared Texas' independence.
Early settled county with some interesting old colonial
Victorian homes.
Population 1950-45,645; 1940-47,733 Population 1950
was 41.7 per cent urban 26.6 per cent non-farm rural
31.8 per cent farm rural 73.5% Anglo Americans 2.8
per cent latin American; 23.7 per cent Negroes.

An

altitude of 300-700 ft. with an annual rainfall of
35.05 inches and temperature averages January 46° July
and 84° mean annual 65; 232 day growing season.

Gentle

rolling surface of blackland with some hills in the
western part .

Drainage to trinity on the east border

chambers creek though the middle.

Largely black waxy

soil though some loams and some sandy loams.

Soils

lergely of limestone origin oak, pecan, hackberry ash
11-
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and cottonwood timber or streams.
Clays for brick: one of the states largest brick
producing industries with plants at Ferris and Palmer.:
small oil production.
Limestone base soils staple crops cotton (69,988
bales ave.) wheat (151,916 bu. ave.) 40,000 a grain
sorghums 35,000 a. wheat, oats, and other grains 8000 a.
of corn,beans, peas, okra for home consumption and freezing.

Lar ge nursery business.

from cotton clover blossoms.
cattle production.

}uch money is obtained

A l arge increase in beef

One of the leading counties in

beef cattle performance testing.

Commercial chickens

and eggs, turkeys, dairy fluid milk, sheep and lambs
for market, a leading county in soil conservation work.
Area sq. miles_______953
Pop. 1950
45,645
Pop. sq. miles
47.9
Urban pop .
19,019
Rural pop.
26,626
No farms 1954
2,885
Ave. farm acreage
192.6
Autos reg. 1957
19,458
Waxahachie (1950) 11,204; (1957) 14,000 County
seat banking retail center for populations surrounding
area.

"Industries include clothing, paper products,

oil well equipment furniture, boats, soft drinks buildmaterials, cotton compr~ss livestock show and rodeo held

14
in September."

J

Ennis (1950) 7,815; (1957) east 8,700 ha s rail
road shops big tag and sales stationary manufacturing
plant, large plant roofing, annual blue bonnet trails,
munciple Hospital and fabric finishing plant.
'l'opographY rolls to hilly terrain, is somewhat
interrelated with climate of the soil in its effect
on the systems of farming.

When there is a change in

elevation there is usµally a change in clima te.

At

the hi -rher elevation there is a shorter growing season
and a loNer temperature, than at lower levels in the
same general locality.

Cropping system and livestock

programs must be maintained for such areas in contrast
with the near by lower reg ions.
Different kinds of soil may occur at different
elevation, and the infertile shallow soils at higher
elevations.

When this is t rue, the type of farming

must vary because of the soil rather than because of
topography.
In some sections of the county, especially in the
south, the way in which terraces are constructed affects

3
Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide 1958-59.
Publish by the Dallas Morning News, pp. 557-558 .
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the use of machinery .
Topography is also important in connection with
the subject of soil erosion .

Land which is steep is

more subject to soil erosion than land which is fairly
level or gently sloping .

If topography is of such

nature the erosion will take place readily; it may seriously affect the general plan of operation .

Fall plow-

ing is desirable because it gets much of the work out
of the way that would otherwise have to be done in the
spring, when there is a rush to perform all the necessary preparations of the soil for planting .

But if .t he

soil is subject to erosion then the farmer cannot plow
in the fall .
Topography is also affected by air drainage, slops
and explosure.

Low costs of production resulting from

the wide spread use of farm machinery on level land have
placed the farmer on hilly land at a definite disadvantage .
A distance of five miles to town over level land
well drained road is much less trouble, less than the
same distance over steep hill side road and require less
power .

For farm products which must be delivered to

the market daily or more frequently, this issue is important .

Dairy farming~in a hilly area where transpor-

16
tation is a problem very much different from that in
an area where topography does not present this issue .
Soil type-The soil type is blacland some mixed land
darker in bottoms and much richer .

Natural resourcer-

most of the county has _ash pecan, oak hackberry and
cottonwood .

Minerals include brick clay commercial

production of fuller's earth sand, lime , iron ore prospects of rapid development .

Dairyin~ has developed

rapidly, supplying the needs of waxahachie, Ferris,
Palmer, Wilmer, and Hutchins and other livestock as
beef cattle, hogs, sheep and a number of commercial
poultry farm are in this locality .
The main crops are cotton, corn, peanuts, blackeyed peas and soy beans .

The growing season is 232

days .
TABLE

J. TYPES OF SOIL AND DEPTH OF TOP SOIL

Types of Soil

1

Depth in Inches

I

Number Reporting

Loam

4 1 - 10 11

18

Sandy Loam

8' - 11 11

25

.5' -]2"

7

Darker Alluvial
Average Depth
Total Number
Reporting

1

4'-9

11

50

17
General Information-Farm income is nearly all
from cash crops, c hiefly cotton and corn.
is the principle crop.
very small scale.

ybrid corn

Truck farming is done on a

There are 86 dairies, 150 broiler

houses and beef . cat t le is l a r g ely of the Herford breed.
Sales of farm products-~5,500,00 value: banlc reserve $28,885.00, number farms 2,602 bank deposits
~5,793,000 value tax values ~8,458.J40 income 16,375,000
auto registration 5,232- county seat is in the cotton
center, with paper factories and shop work available.

CHAPrER III
ANALYZING THE FARM BUSINESS
Every farmer carries in mind, more or less definitely, some conception of whether he is getting ahead
financially or loosing money in his farming enterprise.
Such crude methods of accounting, however logically
should belon~ to the early s t a ges of our struggle toward agriculture efficiency .

As a mi tter of fact,

the bulk of our farmers today are exceedingly backwards
in the matter of farm bookeeping .

Really, such a

careful accounting of the farm enterprise as a whole
and with regards to i t s cons titments parts is a matter
of necessity for a good farmer, just as it is imperative for the business man, generally who would stay
out of the hands of t he receiver .
Farm accounts customarilly are grouped i nto two
classes :
( 1)

Those tha t pertain to the farm business as

a whole or wha t is referred to as a financi a l account
and

(2)

Those which conce rn the seperate enterprises,

commonly known as cost accounts.

For an intelligent

understanding of the farm business both of these
1-8
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classes of accounts should be kept, because it may be
that the entire business collectively is making a profit, but that some phase or. phases of it is nothing
serious losses.

"By eliminating thes and concentra-

ting upon the more profortable enterprises, financial
4

soundness and progress may be attained."
Also an accurate record must be kept of all farm
expenses including the value of the family labor utilized
on the farm.

An equally accurate account must be kept

of all receipts from the farm business.
Enterprise Selection
There are several ways proposed that a farmer may
select his enterprises.

Among them are:

"{1) Gross value per acre.
(2) Net return from the enterprise.
(J) Net return per unit multiplied by
the number of units.
(4) Net returns per day a man labors.
(5) Nethod of subsitution.
(6) Method of direct comparison.
( 7) The standard method. 11 -'
One author indicated that the first four methods are
somewhat limited.

He felt that the net returns per

4

Wilson Gee, The Social Economics of Agriculture
(New.York: .The MacMillian Co., 1942), p. 159.

5

Foster, Op. Cit.,p. 81.

20

acre ma y be employed when the enterprises are supplementary or complementary features; or when they compete
for resources of the farmer.

In as much these condi-

tions are seldom fulfilled net returns are unreliable
as bases of selection.

Since the land area cannot

be changed as one would desire the net re t urns per
unit multiplied by the number of acres is not valid.
Method of Sec uring Finance For
Farm Operation
There are many agencies which farmers may use in
securing capital for the operation of their farms.

Such

agencies as the Production Credit Associa tion and other
agencies.

These a gencies lend to farmers at a low

rate of interest, and he pays interest for the period
which he uses it.

According to the fifty farmers

surveyed more than eighty five-percent used t he local
banks as a source of finance for operating t heir farms.
Also, many of them used, merchants credit in addition
to local banks.

There were a bout five percent that

used merchants credit only, and about two p e rcent that
had capital on hand for the current farm operations.
Many of these farmers had a vague knowledge of
other agencies beside local banks, mercha nts, and
individuals.

Failure ln this respect ma y be the reason

21

why many of the farmers did not attempt to use government agencies that lend money at a rate and at the time
that fits the farmers needs .

There were many farmers

according to their needs were able to get money.

The

farmers knew about the government agencies, but they
did not use them, due to the amount of trouble that
one must go through and other reasons that discouraged
farmers from using them .
It seems that farmers seek the path of least
resistance, and continue to get money from leading
agencies that have been mentioned .

In some cases cus-

tom may be responsible for not using government agencies .

If the father banked his money other members

will use them too .
Size Of Business
Farming is an industry of small independent units.
In farming the unit organization is small.

In this

respect farming is similiar to the small retail trade
enterprises such as the local shop of neighbohood industries .

The size of business is directly related

to labor income, favorable farming years and inversely
related to labor in porr years.

In all similiar farm

management studies, this has been shown.

It is not

22
possible to make a very large profit with a small
business.
Generally farmers among Negroes in the blackland
areas are small as compared with the East Texas however,
they are far more productive and yields are much greater.
TABLE 4. PLANT DISTRIBUTION OF FARM ACREAGE
IN ELLIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Year

1

I

Cotton

1

I

19.51
1236

I
l

1
I

19.52 '1953

1

1954

I

893

I

19.55

1

1956

I

19.57

1

1109

I

998

I

1271

1

200

I

213

I

177

l

201

I

148

I

1.53

I

)31

I

223

I

239

I

1.53

68

I

79

I

62

I

.56

1247

I

I
I

1380

I

I

Corn

I

148

Pasture

1

267

337

I

287

88

89

I

77

Forage
Hay
Peas

I

I

102

I

96

I

96

I

90

I

91

I

78

I

75

100

I

7.5

I

52

I

82

I

76

I

73

I

35

Table showing plant distribution of farm acreage of the Ellis County Independent School District
Area.

-

I

2J

TABLE 5. DAIRY ENTERPRISES
Job or 1 Before 1 On yr . ' After yr . 1
Problem •Taught• Taught' Taught
•Jood•' Fair•' Poor• Total
I

I

Feeding'
A Dairy
Ration

I

J

12

'

15

3

1

I .

Growing'
Young
Heifers '
Selecting A
Dairy
Breed

3

5

10

I

5

'

10

I

3

18

4

8

I

10

I

8

t

6

18

I

The feeding of cattle for milk production affords
one of the most practical ways of disposing of grain
and roughages produced on the farm .

This industry

favors diversification in agriculture and makes pos sible a well balanced distribution of labor throughout
the year, seventy five-percent of the fertilizing constituents of feeding to livestock, is returned in the
manure .

Consequently, when manure saved and applied

to land, feeding operations lar ~ely maintains soil
fertility .

CHAPTER IV
LAND WAGE AND LAND TENURE USES
!·~ADE

OF THE LAND

The farms primarily range from less than 100 acres
to 130 with 20 percent having less than one hundred
acres and the balance above one hundred acres .
Cultivated land is devoted to row crops principally
cotton, corn, peas and peanuts.

There were a few of

the farmers growing small grain, and planting mixtures
of grasses to maintain the fertility of the soil.

Only

one farmer is carry on pasture improvement program by
planting lespedeza .
Size Of Farm Operated
The size of the farm which can be operated in
contingent to a considerable degree upon three principle features (1) The amount of capital which the
farmers may command (2) The amount of labor which is
available (3) The managerial ability of the farmer .
It has often been true that farmers who manage small
farms with success, have met with disaster in attempting to manage large farms.
~

24

Another way of expressing

25

this matter is that the managerial ability of the
farmer is a fixed factor in determinin

the size of

the farm which is profitable for him to operate.
TABLE 6. SIZE OF FARMS BY HUMBER
OF ACRiS CULTIVATED

Acres

1

No of Farmers

10-39

5

40-69

12

70-99

3

100-129

15

130-159

13

160-189

1

190-201

1

Total

50

The importance of the size of farms by the
number of farmers and acres being cultivated.
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TABLE

7.

ACR .... S IN PASTURE AND NUMBER

Acres in Pasture' No of Farmers
10-49

9

50-89

18

90-129

9

130-169

7

170-219

5

220-259

1

260-299

1

Total

50

rhe significance of this table is t hat the

1

number of acres in pasture and number of f a rme rs
responding to this type of operation.
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TABLe 8. NUMBER A ;D VALUE OF
LIVESTOCK ON THE FAR}i

1

Kind

I

Number '

Ave. no. Per'
Person

Value

I

I

I

Cattle

238

.48

1,900.00

Swine

120

.8

1,025 • 00

Poultry

230

.J9

581 . 85

Turkeys

75

. 23

275.00

I

Goats

125

.24

620.00

I

Geeze

None

None

Sheep

None

None
$4,410.00

I

Total

I

1

I

I

This table indicated the number and kind of
livestock found on the farms of the fifty farmers
with a total value of each .
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TABLE 9. INCOME DERIVED FRON THE USE
OF J-;10DER1 FAR1'! h ACHINERY

Items

' No. Owned

1

Value

Tractors

30

$4.5,000

Hay baler

1.5

15,000

Mowers

10

750

Cotton Pickers'
Totals

6
61

18 J 000

I

~78, 750. 00'
I

This table shows the number of i te rns o\'med and
the value of each i tern.

Tho s e farmers in the lower

income bracket often do day work, and gene rally go
on cotton p ick in the fall supplementing their meager
income from t heir small plot farms.

CHAPTER V
STATUS OF FARMERS
This study revealed that the farmers of Ellis
County were largely owners and a small percentage
were partowners.

Soil conservation along with many

of the approved practices in farming are secondary.
Living expenses take the first choice of the income.
A definite program is needed to influence farmers

to engage in other systems of farming.

These farmers

should be shown the economic advantage of other types
of farming over crop farming .

In cases of small

farms where crops are the basic source of income, poultry alon~ with swine and any of the more intersified
types of farming should be entered in the program .
TABLE 10 • .STATUS OF

FARMERS

I

Group,

Status of Farmer, Number Reporting

i

Oi,mers

2

Part-Owners

5

3

Cash Renters

6

4

Share Tenants

10

5

Share C~oppers

4
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Size of The Farm Family
The size of the farm family is important in
farming .

The major problems the Negro farmers ha ve

in the south is the more tha n average size families
with limited invome to suppo r t t hem .

The average

size family surveyed was five in number.

These

factors have a definite retarding effect on agriculture the soil conservation practices .
Number Of Years On Farm
Time spent on the farm is a major factor, having
direct influence on the extent of practices in soil
conservation.

When a farmer remain on a farm only

two or three years, there can be no definite system
of conservation practices used .

Long planning is

needed if conservation is practiced and the soil kept
fertile, productive, and conserved for the future
generations .
duction area .

Ellis County is located in the high proCrop farming was one of the many fac-

tors that brought about thi s situation.

As a result

of this study and many other studied conducted we must
change if there is any progress to be made in the soil
conservation movement.
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Age Of Farmers
"In order to determine the activity of farmers.
6
the age element must be taken into consideration. 11
From the figures we find that the farmers have exceeded the average middle age of life expectancy, and
the most active period of the average you:ng farmer is
over.

Some of these farmers are very active, but

must be considered as exceptional cases.
TABLE 11. AGE OF FAR~IBRS SIZE OF FAMILI ~S
AND NO OF YEARS
,
,
, Number
, Size of I No Year
Group1Age-range1 Average, Reporting, Families, On Farm
1

I

29-40

0

0

0

0

2

I

41-50

42

10

6

10

3

I

51-60

54

20

4

20

4

I

61-70

67

15

2

JO

71-81

75

5

1

40

50

238

50

lJ

100

5
I

Total,
Average

bO

3.1

-

Plan;ning The Farm For Profit and Stabilit:t
Farmers bulletin 6 U.S.D.A., 1956, P•· 22.
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Education Level
The study revealed that in one case of farmers
has gone to college for one year .

Several of the

farmers have completed high school but the majority
had only finished elementary school .

~ducation of

the famers in Ellis County may account for the lag in
the soil conservation movement .

As many statements

have been made by writers it is hard to improve the
limited education and low the income status .
Size of Farm
The size of the farm will have to be considered
in the soil conservation movement, if it is to be
practiced to the fullest extent .
required a large area of land .

Gertain practices
The woodland area

may be one example of this .

TABLE 12 . EDUCATIONAL LEVELS OF FARMERS

Groups
1
2

1

£ducational levels

I

Elementary
(1st - 7th grade)

I

Secondary

I

I

1

1

(8th-12th grade)

Number
1
Reporting, Average

30

Fi:(th

19

Tenth

I

J

College or University,
Total

1

50

One year
College
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TABIE 13. SIZE OF FARMS IN ACRES,
CULTIVATED PASTURE

Acres

•Number• CultiFarms
vation

25-.50

1

Pasture

•Wood
land

1

I dle
land

1

Ave.
Size farms

5

40

5

2

3

48

10

6.5

4

3

3

74

3

7.5

10

10

.5

82

101-125 '

2

80

20

126-150

8

90

40

1,51-175 I 10

9.5

4.5

12

1.50

25

50

595

149

51-7.5

1

76-100

176 - 200

'
Total

t

t

t

I

I

1.5

I

10

104

10

10

129

JO

.5

158

10

5

192

_51

787

80

I

Owners and part owners-Comprise the majority of
the Negro farmers found in Ellis Cour.ty .
were in the majority.
to a very small extent.

Par-owners

Soil conservation was practiced
The conservation practices

were terr ce s, open ditc.bes and timber.
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Annual Income-More than three fourths of the
farmers had income of less than ;?l,000 .

For the lowest

income of any farm studied, the majority of the pro ducts produced on the farm were used for fe ed for farm,
livestock .

Hany of the familes worked more than five

months off the farm .

This is a very good source of

income, but ve ry little soil conservation can be expected .

On any farm if the farmer is working out of

town, as will be found on several of the farms studied .
The agricultural progr a m will have to take these
conditions into consideration if conservation of soil
is to be promoted in Ellis County .

-
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TABLE 14 . ANNUAL INCOME FROM VARICUS ~NTERPRISES

Annual Income

Livestock

Crop

Poultry

Others

$ 1.50-175

5

2

1

10

176-200

4

3

2

1

201-225

.3

1

1

1

226-250

2

1

6

1

251-275

5

1

1

1

276-300

4

1

1

1

301-.32.5

1

4

1

1

326-.350

.5

1

4

1

.351-400

2

4

1

1

401-42_5

1

1

1

2

426-450

1

l

1

0

451-475

1

1

5

0

476-500

l

1

5

0
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Annual Income

Livestock

Crop

Poultry

Others

I I

$ 501-525

1

1

1

0

526-550

1

1

1

0

576-600

1

3

1

0

601-625

1

2

1

0

626~650

2

2

0

0

651-675

1

3

0

0

676-700

1

1

0

0

701-800

1

2

0

0
0

t

801-900

1

1

0

901-1000

4

0

0

0
t
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TABLE 15. TOPOJRAPHY OF FAR}S
Topography of Farms

Number Reporting

Level------------------------ 10

Low----------------------~---

9

Hilly------------------------ 11
Rolling---------------------- 20
Total Number Reporting

50

CHAP:rER VI

FAR

LAYOUT

In considering the problem of farm layout from
this point of view, the fact that the farm in most
instances, not only a place of business, but also the
home of the farmer should be held in mind .

A good

farm layout the·refore should provide for the most efficient use of the home .

These two objectives may be

at the time in conflict with each other.

It is always

possible to have the farmstead located and organized
in such a manner as to be at one and the same time
attractive, and convenient in the administration of
the farm.
Factors affecting The Farm le.yout
The factors affecting the farm layout are so
numerous that it seldom, if ever possible to layout
the farm the ideal way.

Normally the farmstead should

be located on high and well drained ~round.

The dis-

tribution of the soil types may be such as to prevent
the developing of a good farm layout.

There are

other factors which may affect the layout of the farm.
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It may happen that if the fields have water in them,
they cannot be made uniform in either shape or size .
Such are some of the important factors WDich the farm
manager may encou~ter when he attempt to improve the
farm layout .

As a rule the size and shape of the

fields as well as the location of the farmstead must
yield in some degree to the various factors, hence it
is as a rule impossible to have an ideal layout .
The Ideal Farm Layout
For the reasons already given, an ideal layout
is not often possible .

However , the impro t ance of a

good l ayout may best be indicated by a discussion of
the ideal .

An ideal farm layout is usually described

as one having the fields of uniform size the shape and
the farmstead to the center of the field is a minimum.
This description is not quiet adequate .

Another

factor is the killing or injurying of livestock by
automobiles, trucks or buses when the farm is located
on the highway .
Effects of Farm Layout On The Use
Of Factors of Production
As a chief ele~ent of the farm layout are the
shapte, size , number and arragement of the field and
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the location and arrangement of the farm buildings ,
some attempts have been made to state the effect of
each of the s e elements on the utilization of the
factors of production .
sible task .

However, this is an impos-

Some elements such as size and shape

tend to have the same general influence on the utilization of the factors of production.
Land- The first factor that is affected by the
farm layout is land .
Labor-On most farms is a factor which is affected
by the farm layout .

In using labor the two most im-

portant elements of the layout are the size and shape
of the fields .

It should be pointed out, however, the

mode r n machinery , especially tractors make large well
shaped fields more important .
Captial- The shape and size of the fields are affected .

vfuen fi e lds are small one and two horse team

must be used .

In many parts of the south modern ma-

chine r y is not commonly and one and two mules are the
common power units .

This does not give the greates

efficiency .
Developi~ A Good Farm Layout
The field arrangement affects the distance from
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the farmstead to the fields .

~ihen fields are small

arragnge for consolidation .

Temporary fences may be

placed between plots in order to iliminate excessive
help in removing them .

CHAPTER VII
SUhMARY
The purpose of this study is to determine the
extent that Negro farmers in Ellis County , 'l 'exas
used the best systems and what affect these systems
have on the economic status of these farmers .
Fifty Negro farmers have been studied in gathering the information.

random .

The farmers were selected at

lhe questionnaire form was used to gather in-

formation for this report .

Information for this re-

port was obtained by making personal visits to each of
the fifty farmers studied .
Very little care appeared to have been placed on
the farmers selection of seed and fertilizer .

host of

the seed were saved from crops , and many of the farmers
did not use fertilizer .

The majority of f a rmers dis -

posed of their produce by direct sales .

1

1

.L

here was

no indication toward cooperative marketing unless it
required several to combine remanents of produce to
make a sale .

A few farmers did not sell anything

jointly.

There was not any in cerest taken in keeping

records .

The farmers relied on their memory for
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facts needed in their farming systems .
Conclusion
According to the information ~athered in this
study the majority of the farmers did not use practical
systems in operating their farms .

There is no perfect

criteria for evaluating the organization of a farm a
farmer must study his individual farm throughly and
make decisions for himself .
The farmers using more economic systems appeared
to be making the most progress and have the largest
income from their farms .
Crops grown were primarily cotton, corn, peas
and pototoes .

The acres per farm were so few that

l arge modern farm equipment could not be utilized on
the farm, also the acres were so small that they did
not give ade quate employment to the farm labor
Recommendations
Considering the facts revealed in this study
the writer offers the following recommendations .
1 . Where possible, increase acres of cultivated
land and supplement cultivated crops with
livestock.
2 . Study the farm thoroughly and plant those crops
on the land that are best adapted to it .
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3. There should be organized cooperative
association if found to be practical .

4. Secure finance for farming; seek the agency
that lends according to the farmers need,
name ly g overnment a g encies .

5. Seek new marketing a gencies to sell produce
at markets that afford the l argest income .

6.

Keep an accurate record .

7. Organize t he farming program, and make use
of help from agricultural teachers county
agents on problems that are beyond the
farmer .

8.

Sell products at the time of year when returns
will be largest .

9.

Practice soil conservation.

10 . Nake good use of labor .
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Survey Form
1.

Name______________________ ,age _______

2.

Address.___ __________________________

J.

Number of acres in cultivation______ ____________
A.

Number in pasture___ ___________________

B. Number of acres per crop____________
Cotton.__________ , Peas________ , Peanuts _ _ __
4.

Do you own your farm?
share cro pper

,renter

,cashtena.nt_ _ __

, hired hand.________ •

5. How do you secure money for operating your farm
cash on hand
_insurance companies
associations

,merchants_

,local bank

, production credit
J

other ways

6. Do you do livestock farming in addition to cash crop farming_
____ yes, ___no.

?.

Do you grow grain to be sold _______.,es,.______no.

8.

How many cattle do you own? Beef

9.

How many hogs do you oirm? Sows for breeding=_______ ,meat purpose _____ ____ , for sale_________

, dairy_______ •

10. Do you own a flock of chickens?______ yes, _______no .
11. Do you get enou: h eggs for sale?

es,

no,

how many_______ ? or not enough for either purpose_ _ __
yes, no_______
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12. Do you fatten your hogs on corn for market purpo s es _ _ _ __
or do they fatten in the woods and harden of f on other f eeds_

----------

?

1.3. Do you sell your produce as it exists?
or is it sold through the livestock

14. Do you do fall plowing?

yes,

----no

•

no. Do
you plant cover crops to protect the soil? _______ es,_
yes,

no.

15. Do you turn livestock in the field after harvest?
yes, _____________no.
a crop is harvested?

Do you turn stubbles under after

__________ es,. _______no.

16. Do you hall your produce to ma rket?_______ es, ______n_o.
17. Do you market your produce cooperatively?

yes,

no.

18 . What modern farm equipment do you own individually_ _ _ _ _ _ __
jointly_ _ _ _ _ , tractor_______ , cultivator________
thrasher combine._______ , other______ , _________ •
19. Do you believe if you cha nged your f a rming practices you could
make more money?__________ yes,. __________no.
20. From what enterprises do you get t he most money? _________

-------------------·

